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BRINGING ASTRONOMY TO YOU SINCE 1922
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MAYA ASTRONOMY

SCAS Public Program

FRIDAY,
JANUARY
18th, 8 pm,
" bring friends
~ to an excit-
~|ing astron-
g omy pro-
gram illus-

, trated by
Mayan Ruins at Chichén Itz4, Mexico FlU re-

search as

tronomer and SCAS Honorary member DR. JAMES R.
WEBB. Take a glimpse into amazing pre-Columbian
technology, circular stone observatories, the accurate
Venus Calendar documented in the earliest centuries....
terminates in 2012! The massive stone Mayan temples
across Central America that capture the moving shadows
of solstices and equinoxes. It was considered very
unlucky times when Venus remained in the east as the
Morning Star. The Maya planting and harvest seasons
were determined by certain rising constellations.

DR. WEBB will make a sensational announcement to
kick off his spellbinding MAYA ASTRONOMY presen-
tation. Meet our 2008 SCAS-FIU Scholarship winner!

DR. WEBB launched the FIU Lecture Series and cam-
pus star parties about five years ago--- very popular
among students and the public. Recently DR. WEBB
was invited to present his deep-sky research paper at the
American Astronomical Society Meeting in Hawaii. The
highlight was a tour of the Mauna Kea Observatory

12,000 ft. above the clouds. In his passion to share as-
tronomy with youngsters, students, adults and col-
leagues, DR. WEBB helped to establish the SA..R.A.
Consortium with hisfriend Dr. Terry Oswalt, Director of
Space Science at FIT. Now the Southeastern Association
of Research Astronomers encompasses 10 universities in
southeastern U.S. DR. WEBB decided it needed to oper-
ate in the 21st Century, and proceeded to locate and re-
furbish a 0.9 meter telescope, with a CCD camera at-
tached. Two years later when that equipment was ready
to roll, he was permitted to install the equipment on a
7,000 ft. cliff at Kitt Peak National Observatory, Tucson,
Arizona. That enabled the FIU Dept. of Physics, Univer-
sity Park and other SARA students to receive celestial
data on their Dept. of Physics computers and complete
astronomy assignments at a faster pace.

DR. WEBB serves on the SARA Board of Directors and
has received grants for his ongoing research. Currently he
is negotiating to have a SARA-South very large telescope
installed in northern Chile.

Meet the Brightest Starsin Town, from FIU and SCAS
at our FREE astronomy program FRIDAY 18th, FIU

Astronomy Center, CP-145,
Physics Building, University
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THE COAL SACK

The Coal Sack isamonthly publication of
The Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc.
Miami, Florida

Editor: Barb Yager
Tel. 305-273-7291 = Barbyager @aol.com

Co-Editor: Toni Deveson
Tel. 305-607-0248 =« toni @deveson.com

Material for the Coal Sack must be submitted to the Editor by the 25th
of the month prior to publication. Please use e-mail when possible.
Change of Address: Please notify Managing Editor Barb Y ager with
change of address or other membership information.

SOUTHERN CROSS STARGAZER

Check the larger SOUTHERN CROSS STAR-
GAZER in the Sunday Tropical Life section M.
23rd year in the Miami Herald by Barb Y ager.
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CLASSIFIEDS

EQUIPMENT SALES REDUCED! LAST

CALL! Super Opportunity for the family or novice as-
tronomer! Meade ETX-70 with all standard equipment
and some extras for only $150. Also---Refractor -80mm
short tube. $50. Contact Charlie:
cmperillo@bellsouth.net for details.

i We Make Your Part!

ustom astronomy parts machined to
2004 Cust t y part: hined to YOUR
specifications. One-of-a-kind adapters and accessories
in aluminum, brass, titanium, stainless steel.

Try our free Cost Estimator at www.preciseparts.com

306 253-5707 PRECISEPARTS

i nfO @ p rec | se p a rtS .com CusTOM PARTS FOR ASTRONOMY

HOT SALE! The stunning 2008 Astronomy
M agazine calendars have arrived! These beautiful cal-

endars are not only a great help, but make superb gifts!
Only $8.00 Place order: 305-661-1375.

NEw MEMBERS

SCAS extends a warm welcome to new members:
student CATIE PIRES-FERNANDES and
grandmother BICK SIMPSON, S. Miami; JO-
SEPH B. DARE, film producer, Miami. We
look forward to meeting you at our future events.
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

By BARB YAGER

Solar Halo-Infralateral Arc and Circumscribed Halo. R. Scott Ireland

Past President R. SCOTT IRELAND's beautiful pastel
photo of a Solar Halo--Infralateral Arc and Circum-
scribed Halo published in January 2008 Crystal Palace
article, p.16 Astronomy Magazine. SCOTT and Stephen
J. O'Meara, Astronomy Magazine Contributing Editor,
were on a "volcano safari" in Guatemala last July when
the refracted sunlight put on a great show above them.
The Miami Herald plans to use one of SCOTT's superb
volcano photos in a future Travel edition. His article
"Photoshop Layer Masking" may be published in April
Sky & Telescope magazine. ROGELIO ROQUE &
Family recently returned from a cruise to Spain and side

trip to the Canary Idands-but not time enough to visit
the gigantic new telescope. NICK STINGONE & Family
enjoyed a 3-day cruise on the Disney Wonder to the Ba-
hamas, Nassau and Castaway Cay where they offer a
‘swim' with the Sting Rays, Dolphins, Turtles, etc. For-
mer Board member BORIS ORTIZ and wife Martine
were in town visiting friends New Year's Weekend. He
stopped for a reunion with our Saturday Nite Live Team
at Sadowski Park. They moved to Oakland, Florida two
years ago. TIM KHAN's beautifully detailed 3-D image
of NGC 2237 Rosette nebula is published on p.98 Janu-
ary Sky & Telescope.
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SUMMER SAFARI

By LEN ESPINOSA

Long time SCAS membea who enjoys our Winte Star Party each
year in the Florida Keysreomtly retired after 25 years as photogra-
phy ingrudor at Lansng Community College Foret, Minegal &
Land Managament Dept. in Michigan. He shares his intriguing
Summer Safari from a remote corne of the USA--on the shores of
Lake Superior.

Early August | made another trip to the Sate Idands-
north shore of the Lake--with friends from the Institute of
Lake Superior Geology. Another gorgeous day on the
"greatest inland body of water on Earth"! The Slate Is-
lands, a 5-mile wide group that reveals the central uplift
of a 30 km-wide crater made by the impact of a 1.5 km.-
wide asteroid 436 million yrs ago. The crater floor and
rim are 100-300 ft. deep in the Lake. The Lake had
dropped 18" from a year ago, so more rock was visible,
due to the lack of Winter ice cover. Evaporation contin-
ues year round. At "ground zero" these islands don't have

a normal rock on them--everything is broken up into
shatter cones (brecciated) found only in nuclear and im-
pact craters. It takes 305,000 Ibs. per/ sg. inch to make
one. Not even Krakatoa could do this. Another hike to
the Schreiber Channel Provincial Natural Areawas beau-
tiful with several stream crossings, waterfalls and beach
terraces carved from higher stages of the ancestral Lake.
The scene at the Natural Area rock outcrop was gor-
geous--crystal clear blue water and sky with offshore is-
lands reaching to the western horizon--a 1.9 bhillion year
old outcrop contains the first recognizeable bacterial fos-
sils positively identified on Earth--a reflection of early life
on Earth.

On my way home | visited friends at a lakeside camp-
ground and had nice views of the Perseids. Later in Au-
gust, | joined friends from high school and M SU to pho-
tograph the total lunar eclipse from the lakefront that in-
cluded beautiful cloud formations and seagulls.

VACATION DOWN SOUTH

By BARB YAGER

SCOTT & LOU IRELAND recently returned from a
memorable photo-vacation to Antarctica.

"We sailed across the very risky Drake Passage on the
Russian Research vessel Akademic loffe in kinder weather
that only produced 30 ft. swells (pass the Dramamine) to
the east side of the Antarctic Peninsula. We venured into
the Weddell Sea and went as far as possible before becom-
ing completely blocked by sea ice at 64 degrees South
Latitude.

On our fantastic trip we saw thousands of various species
of Penguins (including rookeries with newly hatched

chicks/eggs). Unbelievable icebergs hundreds of feet high
and a mile or two long. We saw zillions of seabirds, and
various species of Petrels and Albatrosses. I'm still work-
ing on my iceberg images.”

The average temperature was 0 degrees Celsius (32 de-
grees F.) add a windchill that drops the temperature
down to -20. Strong evidence of global warming is a con-
cern, mainly with plant species appearing that would oth-
erwise not be there on the Antarctic Peninsula.







