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REMOTE OBSERVING

SCAS PuBLIC PROGRAM
BARB YAGER

FRIDAY, APRIL 18th, 8
pm, SCAS members proudly
host speaker DR. JAMES R.
WEBB, FIU research as
tronomer with his premier
topicc. REMOTE OBSERV-
ING. He will explain the pro-
cedures required to reserve
observing time on avery large
telescope and your qualifica-
tions to insure a spot on the

variety of interesting scientific
controversies and topics ex-
ploring facets of astronomy.
For the past 3 years, he has
been promoting a student ob-
servatory to be constructed
behind the Physics Building.
Finally, with the blessing of a
donor, that long overdue pro-
ject will come to fruition
early in 2009. DR.WEBB has

Mount Palomar Observatory

waiting list. Hopefully when your observing time ar-
rivesit will not be a cloudy night! However, universities
are installing computerized remote systems to expedite
astronomy assignments when students search for deep
sky objects.

DR.WEBB has launched many, many projects to bene-
fit FIU, its students, administrators and the public. He
co-founded the S.A.R.A.Consortium (with his dear
friend Dr. Terry Oswalt-F.I.T.) which now embraces 10
universities in eastern U.S. Faculty and students in the
Southeastern Association of Research Astronomers can
now use their campus computer to open the dome
housing the 0.9 meter telescope 7,000 ft. elevation at the
Kitt Peak National Observatory near Tucson, Arizona
and receive celestial data. He installed the CCD camera
and assisted with the telescope ingtallation ...a 2-year
project. DR. WEBB recently established a link up with
a large telescope in northern Chile-known as SARA-
South. He initiated the public FIU Lectures Series, a

presented papers at American Astronomical Society
Meetings, received grants from the National Science
Foundation for his research and given countless lectures
to SCAS, several universities and astronomy clubs.
SCAS members surprissed DR. WEBB with a gold
Oscar statue for his great achievements, at his January
18th program at FIU.

Expand Y our Horizons and enjoy a new concept in the
fascinating field of astronomy, 8 pm, FRIDAY, APRIL
18th, FIU Astronomy Center, CP-145, Physics Build-
ing, University Park. Southern Cross FREE astronomy
programs include prizes,

food buffet and fun! Park INSIDE THIS ISSUE

on campus, SW 109 Ave-

nue/ SW 8th Street oppo- March Events 3
ste the FIU Physics April Almanac 5
Building, University SCAS Future Events 6
_P_a_rl_(._ -?:QS._?§1_1375 or Astronomy Outreach 7
'WWW.SCas.or
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THE COAL SACK

The Coal Sack isamonthly publication of
The Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc.
Miami, Florida

Editor: Barb Yager
Tel. 305-273-7291 = Bar byager @aol.com

Co-Editor: Toni Deveson
Tel. 305-607-0248 « toni @deveson.com

Material for the Coal Sack must be submitted to the Editor by the 25th
of the month prior to publication. Please use e-mail when possible.
Change of Address: Please notify Managing Editor Barb Y ager with
change of address or other membership information.

SOUTHERN CROSS STARGAZER

Check the larger SOUTHERN CROSS STAR-
GAZER in the Sunday Tropical Life section M.
23rd year in the Miami Herald by Barb Y ager.
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SCAS PERSONNEL

President Lester Shalloway, M.D.  439-6711
1stV.P. Nick Stingone 247-3054
2nd V.P. Tim Khan 301-9946
3rd V.P. Vickie Van Ryn 248-2683
Treasurer Mike Smith 383-3021
Secretary/Editor Barb Yager 273-7291
PR/Programs
Co-Editor Toni Deveson 607-0248
Parlimentarian Mike Mooney 235-8255
Librarian Mohan Sundaram 924-6521
Education Mike Smith 383-3021
Membership SCAS 661-1375
Club Star Party
Directors: Tim Khan 301-9946

Herm Perez 261-8817
Observatory Bob Torres 232-3990
Webmaster Art Mullis amullis@tampabay.rr.com

WINTER STAR PARTY

Founder Tippy D'Auria mdauriar@retiree.mdc.edu
Director Tim Khan 301-9946
Registrars Fred & LucilleHeinrich  386-362-5995

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

B. YAGER

Congratulations to ERNIE SOCHIN recently re-
elected to a 4-yr. term on the Cutler Bay Council. He
defeated a newcomer by a vote of 59-41% in the com-
munity of 40,000 residents. ERNIE has a degree in
electronic engineering, majored in government at Bos-
ton University and is a Dale Carnegie graduate and
instructor. He has created a fascinating home
"museum” of historic WWII collectibles. He is GM
for his Electronic Distributor Co. and writer for a na-
tional trade magazine. A devoted Councilman, when
spare time permits, ERNIE is an avid tennis player,
amateur astronomer and cyclist. Earlier this year,
MANNY CASTRO's daughter, Michelle Rodriguez,
4th grade teacher, was selected as Teacher of the Y ear

by faculty and Principal of Brentwood Elementary in
Miami. Her family, friends and MANNY attended
the banquet in her honor. NICK, LISA & ASHLEY
STINGONE are cruising around the Bahamas on
school Spring Break. March 11th, TIM KHAN, the
VAN RYN Family, the STINGONE Family and
friends drove to Kennedy Space Ctr. to withess the
launch of the NASA Shuttle Endeavor with Com-
mander Dom Gorie (former Miamian).

The VAN RYN's and TIM KHAN tried to set up a
Star Party for residents at Ocean Reef Club March
31st, but increasing clouds, and a very strong March
sea breeze forced them to pack up before nightfall.
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MARCH EVENTS
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SCAS solar experts Dr. Mike Mooney (left) and Mike Smith at Miami-Dade Park Walk for the Parks event, Biscayne National Park, Homestead Sat-

urday, March 29th. -photos by Jim Rose
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CATNAP CAMPOUT

Saturday, March 1st- Asreported in the March news
letter, SCAS Astros. Sergio Figuera, Oliver Gibbs,
Will Harden and Jim Rose arranged hi-tech “scopes
under crystal clear skies at a Star Party for 150 star-
struck families camping in the outback at MetroZoo.

BOY SCOUT CAMPOREE

Saturday 8th, at least 100 excited cub scouts and par-
ents were spellbound by the fantastic views of Mars,
Saturn, Great Orion Nebula, Big Dipper, star clusters,
etc. etc., in the hi-tech equipment arranged by Sergio
Figuera, Oliver Gibbs, Jim Rose, Dave Schaffter and
Nick Stingone at the Boy Scout Camp Everglades.
SCAS imagers: Manny Castro, Andre Fernandes, Tim
Khan, Mohan Sundaram, Bob Torres and Steve Van
Ryn took advantage of dark skies at M ahogany Ham-
mock in the "Glades before “mosquito season' opens!

CANCER WALK FOR LIFE

Saturday, 15th- Ken Willis, medical tech at Baptist
Hospital Kendall, had reserved a SCAS table and set
up his “scope nearby focused on the First Quarter
Moon shining above the pond. Paul Buscher, Margi
and Barb Yager finally arrived at 11 pm from

Sadowski Park, but missed the earlier concerts by the
impressive St. Andrews Bagpipe Band and Chorus
from Coral Reef Senior High near the thousands of
luminaries encircling the pond.

WALK FOR THE PARKS

Saturday, 29th- 10 am.-2 p.m., SCAS solar experts
Dr. Mike Mooney and Mike Smith set up equipment
near the SCAS display table in the picnic area, Bis
cayne National Park. A beautiful setting, strong sea
breeze, bright Sun, bar-b-que, games, park tours were
enjoyed by everyone.

i..........................................I
. APRIL HISTORIC EVENTS
Ean- 1845 First photograph of the Sun.

E3rd- 1966 LUNA-10 first spacecraft to orbit the
E Moon.

: 7th- 1991 Compton Gamma Ray Observatory
E launched.

= 12th-1981 Columbia Space Shuttle first launched.
E 25th-1990 Hubble Space Telescope deployed.

NEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
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APRIL ALMANAC AT A GLANCE

NEW MOON  Saturday 5th, 11:55p.m.
FIRST QTR. Saturday 12th  2:32 p.m.

FULL MOON  Sunday 20th 6:25am.
LAST QTR. Monday 28th 10:12 am.

SUNRISE: 7:05 am. (mid-month) SUNSET: 7:45 p.m.

EVENING SKIES:

MARS lies in Gemini, west of Ze-
nith.

Beehive cluster shimmers in Can-
cer, between Gemini and L eo.

SATURN glowsin Leo overhead.

The Big Dipper lies across the
north.

The Little Dipper's handle is
“attached' to Polaris.

Cassiopeia reclines on the northern
horizon.

Bright Capella guides Auriga,
Charioteer, across the north.

Procyon, Little Dog, lies near the
Gemini Twins.

Orion, Hunter, leans toward the
west.

Brilliant Sirius sparklesin the collar
of Orion's Big Dog in the south.

The Pleiades star cluster leads Tau-
rus the Bull westward.

Aldebaran, in the V-shaped Hyades
cluster, shimmers to the left of the
Pleiades.

Aries the Ram disappears below the

western horizon.

Mid-evening- Arcturus sparkles in
the NE.

Corvus the Crow leads Spica, in
Virgo, higher in SE.

8th- MOON nudges Pleiades in the
west.

11th- MOON floats near MARS.
12th- MOON glides near the Gem-
ini Twins.

14th-M OON drifts 2 degrees from

SATURN.19th- Bright MOON
rises near Spicain the SE.

20-22nd- LYRID METEOR
SHOWER interfered by bright
Moonlight.

24th- MERCURY appears low in
NW at dusk.

30th- Before dark, MERCURY
rises to meet the Plelades cluster.

Superb views in binoculars.
MORNING SKIES:

5 planets appear after midnight.
MARS setsin NW by 3am.

Bright JUPITER rises in SE (43
million miles distant) by 3 am.
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SATURN sets in the west before
dawn.

NEPTUNE in Capricornus, fol-
lows the Sagittarian Teapot into the
south.

B 6 am., URANUS, in Aquarius,
risesin SE.

Fomalhaut sparklesin SE.

1st- At dawn, the old waning
MOON rises in SE below JUPI-
TER.

4th- The MOON floats above de-
scending VENUS low in the east.

Vega leads the Summer Triangle
overhead.

The Big Dipper swingsinto NW.

Bright Arcturus, Herdsman, spar-
klesin the west.

Huge Scorpius crawlsinto SW.

The Sagittarian Teapot rises higher
in SSE.

21st- LYRID METEOR SHOWER
intensifies in the predawn.

LYRIDS, dlittering debris from
Comet Thatcher, radiate from
Lyra, near Vega
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SCAS FUTURE EVENTS

FIU SPRING STAR PARTY & CONCERT

Friday, April 11th, 8 pm, FIU astronomers will host
their “end of the semester' Spring Star Party and pre-
sent a guitar concert with world-renowned guitarist
Muriel Anderson and FIU faculty musicians. Bring
friends to view Mars, Saturn, Moon and sparkling
spring stars in hi-tech equipment, campus telescope
deck near the Physics Building, a star-studded guitar
concert in CP-145, Physics Building and refreshments.
FREE. Park on campus, opposite the FIU Physics
Building, SW 109 Ave./ SW 8 St. Call FIU: 305-348-
3964.

WALK FOR LIFE

Friday 11th, 4 pm, Nick Stingone, Larry Considine
and Manny Castro will anchor the SCAS table and set
up telescopes after sunset on the grounds of the new
Homestead Baptist Hospital.

ZONING MEETING

Monday, 14th, 7 pm, Palmetto Bay Mayor Eugene
Flinn and Council will hold a public Zoning M eeting,
Southwood Middle School 16301 SW 80th Ave. to
discuss and vote on the plans by Palmer Trinity
School, to change its current zoning code to accomo-
date doubling student enrollment, install several
lighted sports facilities, construct additional buildings
beyond current code, and increase campus events (7
am- 10 p.m.). Additional traffic, noise, and intense

lighting in the neighborhood will affect our SCAS Ob-
servatory across the street from the school, forcing
SCAS to move from its "home" in Bill Sadowski Park
for the past 22 years.

SCASPUBLIC PROGRAM

Friday, 18th, 8 pm, Dr. James R. Webb will present
"Remote Observing” at FIU. See P.1.

LIBRARY STAR PARTY

Tuesday, April 29th- weather permitting, SCAS Astros
will arrange equipment at the West Dade Regional
Library, 9445 Coral Way.

NATIONAL ASTRONOMY DAY

Saturday, May 10th- Noon- 5 pm, SCAS members
will have safe solar viewing/ exhibits at the Miami Sci-
ence Museum, 3280 S. Miami Avenue. Free.

FUTURE SCAS PROGRAMS

LET'SBUILD YOUR OBSERVATORY!!
Friday, May 16th Dr. Bill Williams- FIU

SCAS SUMMER WORKSHOPS - FIU
June - July - August - September

NEW MEMBERS

SCAS extends a warm welcome to new members:
TIM SCHEPIS, retired in Miami; GUSTAVO &
BARBARA CODINA, aviation inspector and
clerk in W. Miami. We hope to meet you all in the
near future.

FLORIDA KEYSASTRO CLUB

Members of FKAC meet to schedule public Star Par-
ties at Sandspur Beach in Bahia Honda State Park in
the Florida Keys: April 4, 5th, 11 and 12th. May 2,
3rd, 9th and 10th. Skies often clear up after sunset
when the heat dimishes. Please call to confirm: FKAC
Pres.- Tony Casserley 1-305-294-6024; Treas./ Secly.
Ron & Bonnie Poller 1-305-872-3616
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ASTRONOMY OUTREACH
By Tippy D’Auria

Southern Cross Astronomical Society members Tippy telescopes and treated the crowds lined up to view
and Patty D’Auria of Ocala, FL; Fred and Lucille the skies with exiting objects such as Saturn, Mars,
Heinrich of Live Oak, Fl.; and fellow astronomer David the Great Orion Nebula, the Leo triplet of galaxies
Liles of the Alachua Astronomy Club teamed up to pre- (M65, M66, NGC 3628), and M81, M82 in Ursa
sent an Astronomy Outreach program to members of théajor just to name a few. Patty and Lucille pro-
Florida Trail Association at their Annual Conference vided commentary and pointed out interesting ob-
held in White Springs Florida, at the Stephen Foster jects with a laser pointer. All in all, the event was a
Folk Culture Center State Park March38 2008. great success, and Tippy, Patty, Fred, Lucille, and
David enjoyed each “Ooh & Wow” heard in the
dark, as both youngsters as well as adults viewed
some of these celestial wonders for the first time in
their lives.

On Friday evening Tippy presented a lecture on the
“Milky Way” to a packed audience. Tippy’s astro-
photographs were well received by the audience, and
during the presentation Tippy was able to help the audi-
ence comprehend the vastness of the universe as well as Over 600 hikers participated in the conference that
present an explanation of the objects that could be foundonsisted of educational programs and seminars as
in our galaxy. well as hiking and other activities. The event in-
cluded a traditional Southern-style BBQ consisting
of diced pork dinner with all the trimmings and des-
sert.

After dark, the outreach program continued moving out-
doorsto clear skies. Tippy, Fred, and David manned the



