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The al Sack

The Coal Sack is a monthly publication of
the Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc.,
Miami, Florida
Editor: Lisa Merritt
Telephone: 305-412-3855
E-mail: PegasusLM@earthlink.net

Material for the Coal Sack must be submitted to the
Editor by the 25th of the month prior to publication.
Please use e-mail when possible.
Change of Address: Please notify Managing Editor
Barb Yager with change of address or other mem-
bership information.

(heck the larger SCAS STARGAZER i n
the Wednesday Mam Heral d s new
TR C LI FE section, by Barb Yager,
nowinits 2th year!
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For SCAS nenfers: royal blue PAOshirts wthwite lettering front &back $10. S- 24
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THE ART (F GQOLLECTING METECR TES, an in-depth 232-pg. entert a ning gui de-book wth cd or
phot os and ref erences by astrononer/expl orer Kevin K tchi nka who describes this exciting and educa-
tional hobby based on his adventures in the Andes and hi s friendshi ps wth renowed sci entist s and

colectos. Qly $10.00! Gll: 305 661-1375.
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A FREE ‘Bue Quiter’ 13.1" Dob ~without pri
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Do you have top-qual ity sol ar/cel estial inages & photos? SCAS nenfber LARRY APPLE,
Fresident, Associated Photo & Inaging, 19 SNV6th Street (near Mam Rver) has of fered to
enlarge your coor graphics toany size (including large vall noras) FREE HA's cot act LARRY:
| ar rya@ypi nmagi ng. com or 305-373-4774/ 3054957709 (cel).

NEXSTAR GPS 11" SCT for sale....Excellent optics—Garbon Hber (otical tube—2800nm AL
F/ 10—Starbrite ating-9x50 fi nder scope—2/ 1. 25 Stardi agonal , new hand control | er—al |
cabl es—Stari zona Landi ng Pad—Bob’ s Knobs—anual —22v battery. Excdlent codtion
$2200. 00—€al | Boris Qtiz 305-233-9992/ G2l : 407- 758- 3097.

Send inyour classified ads to RegasusLM®ar tHirk net o Bar bYager @ol . com
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January Evening Skies

This charl & deavan lor @isude 407 norh, bl
should be wselul fo slargazers ihroughou e

coniinantal Linied Siass. Il regresents the sky al £ 2005 Abrams Flanalasium

i Roll givinsg bocal Standand times: Subscripthan: $11.00 par year bom Sky Calendar,
Late Decamber 18 pom. Abvarns Flanctarium, Michigan Siate Universiy,
Eaily Jlanuary 8 pm. Easl Lanzing, M 48824-1324

Latn Jaruany 8 pum.

Easly Fanngary T p.m.
This map is applicabla one hour aither sda ol (he
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and Sky & Tedescope.
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The plansls Fars and Saluen ana plosied or mid-Januay 2006, Alcharttime Ovion Mebula, a cloud of gas and dust oul of which slars an formaig, m
11 kypects ol lingl agrebude or brighéar ane visible. bn order of bightnassthey  marked (Nb) in that corstelation. The apen or galacic siar custer (O
are: Sirius, Mars, Satum, Capella, Pigel, Procyon, Batelgeuss, Aldebaran,  known a8 he Heshie" can ba oA Belwaen e Gemin wins a6 Lea
Palux, Densh, and Faguius Inaddion o stams, alher oEpects thal &hould bo The posiiion of an exlemal star syshem, caled [he Andromeda |:1.-_||.-.::,- aMar
vitsbie ba the unaided eya ara labefed on the map, The doubla alar [l at the constaliation in whach it appears, is also indicated (3 Ty b o o
I band of the handie of she Big Dipper shoukd be detectable, The lamous  hese objecis wilh unakded eya and hinoculars
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J ANUARY ALMANAC AT A GLANCE
Frst Qr. Mon Fiday, 6" 1:56 p.m SE to NW
Full Mbon Saturday 14" 448 am
Last Qr. Mon Sunday, 2™ 10:14 am FEBRUARY PREVI EW
New Moon Sunday, 2" 9 15am
Bh Frst Qr. Mon
2h Full Mon

Qnrise: 7:03 am (md-nonth) Sunset: 5:58 p.m
Latest sunrise occurs 7:10 am January Sth.

J4h Quadrantid Meteor Shower- radaing fromnorth
Mix occurs at noon.

4h Earth abits dosest tothe Sun (perihdion) by 914
mllion mles, 10 a m ESI.

MORNI NG SKI ES:

2am- Jupiter risesinthe Eaginst thestasd Libra
Md-nont h- Venus appears on the SE hori zon+o the
upe rigt o therising Sun.

Sat urn dif ts westward and set s around sunri se.

Mrrs sasinthe west inthe predam.

The B g O pper hangs inthe north. Arcturus, Herdsnan,
sparkl es overhead, beyond the O pper’s hanrde Leo the
Lion craws vestvard. Corvus the QG ow flies aross the
south, foloned by the sta Spica inVirgo, and gd den
Jupiter in Libra

Orega Centari, fanous globul ar cluster, shinmers lowin
the south

Hige Scorpius cins higer inthe & wth Antares—+H s
red pu sating heart.
Vega lrings the Sumrer Triangl e above the NE hori zon.
EVEN NG SKI ES:

Venus, Bvening Sta, fdlom the setting Sun. By md-
nont h becones the Mrning Star inthe &

Ur anus in Aquari us, hugs the SWhori zon.

Mrs, inAies the Ram noves west of Zenith and set sin
the predawn. By nonth’ s end, the ‘varriar gdaet’ noves
cdosetothe Heiades cluster.

Saturn rises inthe B\E early evening, bel owthe Gem ni
Twns. The Lord of the Rngs lies opposite the Sun & 6
pm onthe 2th rising a suset advisibde dl nigt.
Saturn wvidl beits brigtest and dosest to Earth by 755
milionmles ad lies doseto M44, the Beehive ¢ a
duster, in Cancer —wthin the sane binocular field of view
The Geat Sguare of Pegasus arrives a the western
horizon Cassi opei a & Andr oneda swng into the NW
The Summer Triang e dips bel ow the NWhori zon.
Cygnus the Swan becones the Northern Gross. The
Heiades (Seven Ssters) cluster lead the dazzling wrter
constell ations overhead: Taurus the Bull, Hyades st &
cluster, Qionthe Hinter fdlovwed by s Big Dog (Gani s
Myjor) inthe Eas they chase the Bill overhead bl azi ng
Hue Srius sparkies fromthe Big Dog' s adla, Gpella in
Auriga, harioteer, rdls across the N fdlowed by the
Gemni Tw ns—Eastor & Pollux, a Pocyon, Little Dog,
shinmers inthe east to signal the end of the “parade’. The
Big Opper risssinthe NE Leo the Lion cravs higher in
the esst. The handl e of the Little Dpper is‘at ached to
Polaris, North Sta. The Wnter MIky Wy arches from

14th- Mercury/ Uranus 1/2 degree apart inthe SV

Inah Venus dits brightest -4.6 nagn. at dan inthe &
2st- Last Qr. Mon

2¥d Mercury dits highest altitude of 18 degrees in SN
Zodiacal Light nay bevisibeinthe vest 1 hour o te
sunset .

Zath New Moon

7 N
Mon Set/Rse Tddefa JAN FEB
Qe (Md) Mon Rse Mion S
17/ 1/ 2006 0 52 90
18/ 1/ 2006 21:43 949
19/ 1/ 2006 23 10: 16
20/ 1/ 2006 324 10 44
21/ 1/ 2006 - 11: 12
22/ 1/ 2006 Q17 11:43
23/ 1/ 2006 114 1219
24/ 1/ 2006 214 1300
25/ 1/ 2006 318 13 50
26/ 1/ 2006 424 14: 48
27/ 1/ 2006 52 15 5%
28/ 1/ 2006 628 17:06
29 1/ 2006 Yl 1819
30 1/ 2006 Y05 1930
31/ 1/ 2006 847 20 37
1/ 2/ 2006 a2 2 42
2/ 2/ 2006 93 2 45
32/ 2006 10: 33 23 47
4/ 2/ 2006 11: @ -
5 2/ 2006 11: 48 Q49
& 2/ 2006 1231 151
7/ 2/ 2006 13 19 2R
8 2/ 2006 1411 349
9 2/ 2006 15: 06 443
10/ 2/ 2006 16: 03 53
11/ 2/ 2006 17:00 612
12/ 2/ 2006 17-54 649
13/ 2/ 2006 18 47 72
14/ 2/ 2006 1938 751
15/ 2/ 2006 2029 819
A\ 7/
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STORY MUSGRAVE BOOK SALE
-Bb &Lisa Smerfidd

Wirter Star Party specia guest speaker, astro

naut Or. Story Misgrave wll autograph his books:
The Way of the Witer (biography) and Astrdia

From Space (64-pg. cd or bodk) filled wth spec-

tacu ar shat st aken by astronaut s on the NASA

shuttles and the 1SS

The Wy of the Wie ra dlsfa $£9.% bu wil

be di scounted to $27.00 and the Australia From

Space thet ret als for 4.9 wll be d scouted to
$22.00 ONLY to pre-orders received before
nmdni ght January 19th. Send no noney. To
reserve your book order, please enail your

nane, address AND hone phone and quantity of

books to us: Astro2go@ol . comor call us: 215
831-0485. They will bevaiting for you a our
booth Astronony To @ in the vendors area at

the Wne Star Party.

If you cannot attend the VP, ask a fried to pay
and pick up your order. Ve wll nat nail o
orders. Hs books are not available in regul ar

book stores. VEP attendees wll need their book
in advance of his book signing scheduled | ate

Wednesday nor ni ng.
Thank Yoy,
Bob & Lisa

SATURDAY N TE LI VH

-Barb Yager

n a very frosty evening, the SCAS SAT URDAY
N TE LI VE teamal nost resenl ed the ‘ Mrch of
the RPenguins’ at Sadowski Park, January 7th.
Tenperatures slid into the md-40s by the tine
we departed, fortunately there vas no wnd
blowng Dressed in Actic gear, we ended up
wth about 12 ‘scopes, (our SCAS teks nade
adj ustnent s on ‘ scopes brought to the pak) pus
three uni dentified ‘ scopes!

Fant astic clear skies add abright Frst Qaerter
Mon on the hed's of a strong dry cd d front
brougt visitars in droves to the park fdlowng a
two-week Holiday break. Bob Meyer arrived from
Key Largo. The David Barndol lars nade a rare
appearance, hopefully not their only one.
Beautifu views of Mrs, Saturn, Gion Nebul a,
Gastor split, Mon, Gissiopeia clusters, ad
Beehi ve cluster were captured in SCAS hi-tech
equi pnent operated by Ashley Stevens, Jim
Rose, Steve Van Ryn & Famly, Dave Barnddl | ar,
Paul Buscher, Tony Fonero, Andres Va encia &
wfe Bite (Key B scayne & Gracas, Ven) Nck
Stingone and Barb Yager were busy hel ping at
least 80 visitors wo vere atracted to the daz-
dingwrter constdlations.

JANUARY 2006

METEOR UPDATE

- Lew G aner

W enjoyed a fewnore Wnter neteors in the Brerg ades January 3 4th (perhaps the last good shower of
the wnter) despite a barrage of lowflying clouds. | gat out to Pahay-okee Lookout in Brerg ades Niti onal
Park around 11 pmand set upto slightly foghazy skies. Bfore long, abig ball of scud (I owstratocunl us)
rdled through, ddayingthe start of ny session | firdly gt going by 11:30 p.m EST when fel | ow observer
Mke Smth arrived by 11: 45 pm

It vasn't |ong before those | owlevel cl oud decks began to pass overhead agai n—eutting of f first ae aea o
the sky, then another. Wehed tot ake a conpl ete break for about an hour. W watched the end of the Qrange
Bow —0l | ege footbal | gane—for as al ways Mke arrived anply supplied wth inverter-povered “confiort
gear’—a snal | TV and microwave for cof fee! Werest arted our Quadrantid observations near 1 am and
nanaged to keep a 90%cl ear viewfor another 40 minutes. A cloud deck rose up and thi ckened over head
about 230 AM

The high QUA rates (and the brightest shower neteors) obviously had passed us by before the radiant rose
over South Horida. Mke recorded wth ne using the IMDnethod. The Lookout isreadly alovey paceto
observe from but | nust renenier to bring nesquito coils out there every tine, cdd front or not—tenps
dropped fromabout 70-60 degrees, but “danpness” was only a slight problemnear the end of the observing
session. This was ny first SUOCESSHUL Quadrantid doserving sessionsince thelast tine | livedin S Hoida
full ting, wen | was 15 years o d Despite lowcount s and a short session, | was pretty happy wth the resut s
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SCAS General Meetings-Third Friday of every Month
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SCAS Star Gazing - Every Saturday Night 8-10pm
N

"::' SW 152&.  Coral ReefDr.

Bill Sado\wski Parkm

SW 168 S. Richmond Dr.

Old Cutler Road

Turnpike

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

SW 184 &. EurekaDr.

SW 82 Ave.

Sat urday Solar Viewing - 10am - 12noon
N

SW 152 .  Cord Reef Dr.

O

SW 124 Ave.

“T5

MetroZoo (&%

Rakirg

SW 117 Ave.
Turnpike

SW 137 Ave.

SW 168 . Richmond Dr.

For SCAS NASA News Cal |
t he 24-Hour HOTLI NE

305- 661- 1375

Q Visit the NEWSCAS websi te:
http://waw. scas. org

SCAS annual dues: $25 adul t s/$10 ful | -ti ne student s



