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MARS & AWARDS NI GHT

Mar ch Ridic R ogram

-Barb Yeger Science Genter for 21 years in Wdit a, Kansas,

FRI DAY, MARCH 17t h—8 pm SOUTHERN CROSS nem becane Orector of the Chabot Science Genter in
bers proudy present two world-renowned astrononers: [R Gkland, Glifornia 1997-2001. A pat ari umdirector
DON PARKER (oral Gables and JOSE QLI VAREZ, popular  for 32 years, in his sem-reitrenent, JGE recently
astronony instructor at the D scovery i ence & Qut door becane instructor of astronony at Gentral Horida
Gnter in@aa Hoida They wil provide latest updates on Gomuni ty Gl | ege.

the 2005 cl ose encounter of MRS JGE w il present the

“Inagi nation & Reality” of the "varrior planet’ and DON W | DON continues to i npress astrononers and research
concl ude the lecture with the “l atest research and di scover- sdatists wth his superb planet ary inages of MRS
ies” on MRS and his professional planet ary inages. This SATURN and JUPI TER taken fromhis Qra Gl es
programhad to be cancel | ed Gtober 21st as Hirricane hone, and of ten published in national astronony
Wi na churned toverd our Qi f coast and wped out all our nagazi nes. DON a SCAS Life Menber, isd tenthe
public countyw de Mars Watches during its dosest visit. keynote speaker at ALOON-+he annual conf erence of
the Astronomical League—and al ways a favorite at the
Three lovely high school student s: Jessica Barreto, Senior, SCAS Annual Wrter Star Rty inthe Horida Keys.

Mist Acadeny; Attonina Kulchit skaya, Senior and Nt die
Bigd, Jwiar, & D. Mchad Kop §. Hoh wil receive SOS Bing fanly and friends to our free SCAS programt hat

avards for their excellent astronony exnibits in the Nlan- i ncludes prizes, food buf fet, livdy dscussios, ad a
Dade Public School Science  SkyWich onthe terrace if weather permits The H U
Inside this issue:| &Egineering Fair 2006, Fhysics Bdg, a Uiversity Park, is opposite the large
and have their dsplay open parking lot, SN10%h Ave./SN8h S
March program boards on exhibit. SCASHU Accessible to the disabled Reservations are not
page 1 seni or GREG AZARNI Awill  required. Gl | : 305 6611375 v SCas. org
february events| receive the SGAS Astronony

Page 3 Schol arshi p 2006. Met our
di sti ngui shed speakers and
student sinthe AU As-

almanac >
Page 4 tronony Center, PFhysics
Bdg, (R145 at 8 pm
star map FRI DAY, MARCH 17t h.
page 5
a DON and JCBE are recog-
wsp winners nized by irterrationd
Page 6

sci ence organi zati ons and

give lectures nationw de.

camp cleanup They both have been
page 7 honored to recei ve the

prestigious Wilter H Haas
FCR SCAS/ NASA NEWS Avard for their professiond

CALL THE 24- HOUR levds of sdar research by
HOTLI NE the Associ ation of Lunar &
305 661- 1375 Aanet ary (bservers (ALPQ
R MSTTHE anong nany other avards. s @taber 11, 16-inch Nevtonian and a STOXE QD
N E W SCAS VB S| TE canera, shosng snall sauthern pdar ice cap (wp) and lar @

HTTP: / / WMV SCAS. CRG | & former Drector of the o ipern pyar hood. Fhoto by Don Rarker.
Widit a Omi sphere &
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The al Sack

The Coal Sack is a monthly publication of
the Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc.,
Miami, Florida
Editor: Lisa Merritt
Telephone: 305-412-3855
E-mail: PegasusLM@earthlink.net

Material for the Coal Sack must be submitted to the
Editor by the 25th of the month prior to publication.
Please use e-mail when possible.
Change of Address: Please notify Managing Editor
Barb Yager with change of address or other mem-
bership information.

Check the larger SCAS STARGAZER
nowinthe Thursday Mam Heral d s
Tropcd Life section by Brb Yager, now
inits 2xh year!
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Southern G oss nenters were saddened to learn that Sharon Gant’ s Aunt Shirley had recently passed avnay
during surgery in San Francisco. Miny of us had net Shirley during her reguar visits to Saron' s hone. She
had a genuine varmth and jovia enthusiasmthat nade our brief visits wth her so nuch fun. W5 send our

si ncere synpathy to Sharon.

SCAS SUPER SALE

SUPER | MAG NG OFFER!

CLASSI FI ED

Gl l: 305 661-1375.

For SCAS nenfers: royal blue PQOshirts wthwhite lettering front &back $10. S- 240
THE ART OF COLLECTI NG METEORI TES, anindepth 232-pg. entert ai ning gui de-book wth
col or photos and references by astrononer/expl orer Kevin Kitchi nka who describes this exciting
and educational hobby based on his adventures in the Ades and hi s friendships wthre

nowned scientists and ca lectars. Qily $10.00 !

Do you have top-qual ity sol ar/cel estial inages & photos? SCAS nenfber LARRY APPLE,
Fresident, Associated Photo & Inaging, 19 SNV6th Street (near Mam Rver) has of fered to
enlarge your coor graphics toany size (including large val noras) FRE Hs cot act LARRY:
| ar rya@ypi nmagi ng. com or 305 373-4774/ 3054957709 (cel).

Send inyour classified ads to RegasusLM®ar tHirk net o Bar bYager @ol . com
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FEBRUARY EVENTS

-Brb Yager

GULLI VER ACADEMY-

This year the skies were nagnificent, revealing Mrs,
silver-ringed Saturn &the Beehive cluster, Qial s
Geat Nebula, first-quarter Mon, He ades and
Hiades clusters. A tidd wave of 300 student s from
G liver Mdd e Shod rushed onto the soccer field
fdlowngthar Annual Astronony N ght Pageant to
gaze a the clear wnter sky in hi-tech equi pnent
arranged by SCAS Astros: Rissdl Bick, Sott
Gaword, JimRose, Steve & Vidi Van Ryn and Barb
Yager. Dozens of parents and faculty were speech
less at the sharpest views they had ever seen of the
beautifu wnter celestiad wonders and enjoyed t dking
wth our friendy Southern Goss astronongrs. Saturn
and the Mon vere the obvious favorites!

Enjoy asanple of 75 thank you notes witten and
illustrated by the 5th grade youngsters.

"Thank You Suthern Goss’.......

—Fhe thing | liked nost was the binocul ars that
looked a the Mon. | coudseedl thecraers. | have
atdescope ad | look a df feeat things like st as
Mbon and nuch nore. | nay want to be an astrono-
ner one day, bt it wil beherd

+hadabast lokinga dl thedfferent gdanet s and
constel lations and noons threwthe tel escope. | have
atelescope at hone and | amgoing to find out howto
vwrkit sol canlok & thestuf f | sawthat nigt. | am
defintdyineestedingingtothe site were | can
lok & & ars sone nore, that evening was a bl ast.
Thank you so much.

- favorite viewwas Saturn because ny sci ence
project was about Saturn and | learned nany fact s
about Saturn. | look forward to bei ng an astrononer

when | grow up.

—Fhe tel escopes were very cool especial |y when you
cou d see Mrs., Thank you for letting us see Nebu-
las, Stars and Hanet s You guys rock because your
doing things |ike showng us outer space wthout
getting any noney. This Saturday | want to cone to
Fairchild tropica gardens and see nore of outer
space You have ne as a friend.

—Fhe views | saw through the tel escopes were
anzing | redly liked Sture it vas soclosethet it
looked fake, but | knowit’ sred. Al of your te escopes
hed redly cod sig s They were the best pat d
“Hcnic Whder the Stars”, fdloved by the dessert s
hope you guys had fun.

GREATER M AM YOUTH FELLOWSHI P-

n afrosty evening, Fiday 10th, about 100 young
sters, wth parent s, attended the SCAS Star Raty a
the Aligator Farmnear Horida Gty thoroughly ent
joyed the superb views of a bright Mon, planets
clusters and nebul as. Qur SCAS Astros: Ji mRose,
Mke Smth, Nck Stingone and Steve & Vidi Van Ry
recei ved thank you gifts fromthe Fellomship st d f

VALENTI NE S N GHT at DEERI NG

Despite pesky clouds and a chil | sea breeze, severa
“hol es’ opened up to show sone bl azi ng constel | a-
tions, Stun, Qion s Nebula and the full Mon a the
very popul ar Jazz ncert at Deering, Tuesday N ght
the 14th. Qut of the 1245 attendees who pi cni cked
across the spaci ous | awn, dozens cane over to catch
brief superb views and visit wth SOAS Astros: Judy
Hkins and George, Steve & Vidd Van Rm, Ashl ey
Stevens and Barb.

Gonet  Poj nanski

This conet isbarely visibe tothe naked eye, hangng lowin the east lef t d Venus befare surise

Itisa

pessing t arget for backyard tel escopes, displaying a vivid green head and a long sinuous tail. Mke Hl | onay
o Van Buren, Arkansas, snapped this picture on Mrch 3" (fromSpaceweat her.com) onet Pojnanski is

recedi ng fromEarth and fading; catch it wile you can
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FEBRUARY ALMANAC AT A GLANCE
FI RST QR Nonday, gh 316pm Bazing bue Srius spaklesinthe Bg Doy sadla.
FULL MOON Tuesday, 14h 6FHpm Procyon, Little Dopg, lies between @ion & SATURN.
LAST QR Wdnesday 22nd 211 pm Billiant Ginopus radiates rainbowcad ors lowin the south.
NEW MOON Wednesday 20th 515 am Qrvus the Gowleads Spca inVirgo the Spring Mi den,

14th- Preunfral Eclipse occurs at 6:35 pm during Mon-
rise

17th- bright Mon neet s Spica a damn.

SNRSE 6:33am (md-nonth) SUNSET: 60 pm
MORNING SKIES: 4 panetsvisibeinthe predaw:
SATURN sets inthe NV before dawn breaks.
JIATER &its Mon System inLibra, drift intothe SNV
VENJS, blazing Mrning Star in Gyricornus, risesinthe
Fhy5am

25th- VBNBwill reach its highest atitude today and
rendinvisible al sunmer.

net Rojnanski cruises tothe left of VENG

26th- D mbl ue NEPTUNE shi nmers 2 degrees to the right
of VENUS.

MERCURY agyears tothe lover left of VENS late this
nont h.

The B g Opper hangs in the NWit s ‘bod’ al ways faces
Rlaris, Nrth Sta.

The Little Dpper 's hadeis ‘at ached toRiais.
Arcturus, Herdsnan, sparkles inthe vest.

Spica inVirgy Spring Miden, descends |ower in the SNV
Hige Sorpius slinks across the south.

The Sgitt aian Tegpat drifts higher inthe E

Inthe N Vega brings the Sunmer Triang e oto the
Zenith

The point s ars: Deneb shinmers in the N
Atar,inAqilathe Eage spakesinthe esst.

G/gnus, Hying Sman, soars wthin the Triage

EVEN NG SKIES: 4 paetsvisbe
MERCURY descends onto the western horizon the first
wveek.

MARS |ies between the PLH ADES & HYADES sta dus
ters inthe vest.

SATURN gl ows overhead near the dimBEEH VE cluster in
Cancer .

JIHTERrises inthe east, inLibra, late evening.

Wine costdldios dift loer inthe vest:

The Seven Ssters (Heiades) |ead Taurus the Bull west-
vard.

10t h- MARS neet s A debaran in the V-shaped Hyades
duster.

Gypella guides Auriga, Garioteer, intothe NW
Gassiopei a swhngs around Polaris and settles lowin the
N W

Gmini Twns: Gstor & Pollux |ie overhead near SATURN.
The B g Dpper clears the NE hori zon.

Leo the Lion clins higher inthe east.

Bigt Acturus, Herdsnan, sparkles lowin the N

Qion, Hinter strides into the SV fdlowed by his B g Dog,
Ganis My or, and the Rups

winthe &

20t h- The VERNAL EQUNX occurs at 1:26 p.m Spring
begins inthe N hemsphere and Autunm begins in the S
hemsphere. Day and night hours are about equal for a few
days.

The northbound Qun crosses the Equator, rises due esst
and set s due west. Drivers need to be cautious on EW

r oads.

CHECK THE SOUTHERN CROSS STARGAZER in
THURSDAYS M AM HERALD

7 N
Mon St/Hse Tdde fa MAR/ APR

Qe (Md) Mon Rse Mion St
18/ 3/ 2006 21:57 818
19/ 3/ 2006 2 5% 854
20/ 3/ 2006 23 57 9%
21/ 3/ 2006 — 10: 24
20/ 3/ 2006 0% 1120
23/ 3/ 2006 15 1223
24/ 3/ 2006 254 1330
25/ 3/ 2006 3B 14: 40
26/ 3/ 2006 426 15; 48
27/ 3/ 2006 506 16. 56
28/ 3/ 2006 543 18 @
29 3/ 2006 619 1908
30/ 3 2006 6% 20 14
31/ 3 2006 7% 21: 20
1/ 4/ 2006 817 227
2/ 4 2006 1004 —

3 42006 10: 56 0
4 4 2006 11:51 130
5 4/ 2006 1249 223
& 4/ 2006 13 46 3M
714 2006 14: 42 <¥o0)
8 4/ 2006 1536 45
9 4 2006 16: 28 4%
10/ 4/ 2006 17:19 55
11/ 4 2006 18 10 55
12/ 4/ 2006 19 2 620
13/ 4/ 2006 19 5% 649
14/ 4/ 2006 2051 70

A\ 7/
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March Evening Skies
LisEpe & 2006 Abrams Planalanium
Srar Magrdudes Subscription: $11.00 per yaar, Inam Sky Calendar,
Abrams Flanstarium, Michigan Slate Uniearsity,
= 1I:|m or gt East Langing, M| 45824-1324
® Ind

o drd
« Al
= Eih
= Desp Sky Otjects

The planets Marg and Sat-

uim @ng plotied Sor mid-March

BO06. Al chan lime 11 chjects of first
magniude of brighler ara wisiohe. Inondar

ol bnghtneas they ane: Sinus, Arclures, Satum,
Capeita, Rigal, Procyan, Betelgousa, Aldebaran,
Mars, Pollux, and Rafulus

Diur usual mantfiy maps aré desagned lof Glargag-
G jus beginning to find their way ancund b sky
Thits month's map s usedul 1or Saicus ALagazng
Irdvry ek bocatona. B ooniairs many more slars,
inclutive o magniude 4.5, and some armer S8
i st o complahe patlorns or assist in locat-

ing special obyects

A seiochon ol double siare (ebaled with Greek
lathara) and “deep sky pbjects” s also plobed. All
a wisila with modesi acupment; mast are weiinm
the randge ol the uraklad eya or binoculars

The dosidla slars, in order of decreasing angular
separation, ans in Urka Majcd, and & in Taws.
The stars § in Cephaus and Algod in Parseus ang

Thig chian & drawn lor Elitude 407 M bul is wsedul
thepughout fhe continental L5 W mpee-
ganis ihe sky m mid-March &l
B:3) pom. lecal standard Grme
and ks applicabla s hijue
githar sade of Wis lima,

nakssd-oype vanabies wish pa-
pds of 5.4 days and 2.9 days, e

spaciively

Fiee open or galactic clusbens ané notad: ihe Plaia-
das or Seven Sislers, and e Hyades, boih in
Tawne; the Double Chigier n Persaus: Mdd, tha
Bechive ar Pragsepe, in Cancer. and the Coma
Chattar, & lcse group ol nakad-aye slars,

MY ig The ameus Ovion Mabula, 0 gas clowd out
o which stars arg forming. M31 is the Andomeda
Galany, a collecton of 300 bilkon Slars Koaled
2 milicn bl pRare Irgim Earh

5
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W NNERS at WSP 2006

allowthe SCAS and top prize wnners:

| MAGI NG CONTEST
R Soaot Irdad Drector

DEEP SKY-

Name Topic Rize

Ist Rize- Bianlua | Q177 P ani sphere Wi ch
2nd Rrize- John ONei | | Qrega Cent ari Way of the Wier
DA TAL | MAA NG

Name Rize

Ist Prize - Mrk Shroeder  Supervi ew 15mm Wde
SOLAR DI G TAL CAMERA-

Dr. Don Parker, Grad Ghbles, A Gl endar

The entire list of happy prize wnners wll appear on our SCAS WAsite www. scas. org but space wil

Vendor
APM Tel escope
D . Misgrave, NASA

Vendor
OPT Vi ew BEyepi ece

Ist Rize- TomDavi s Autost ar Site Lunar- Wol f CGanera
A anet ary | nager Sof tware
GRAND PRI ZE
John Ml t 8" X000 Tel escope Meade Deep Sky | nager Pro
SCAS RAFFLE W NNERS

Name Rize Vendor
Ghad Gantrell, Mam Quicd Flte S Burgess (pti cal
Tippy DAria, N Man 26mm Pri sm B novi ewer s Denknei er
WEP Founder
R chard DeLuca, NY. Sy Alas 2000 Del uxe Ky & Tel escope

Sy Alas onpani on
Mry-An Feller, NY. 32mm Wde Scan Eyepi ece J.J. Bgrs
At Milis, Bandon, H- 10mm Super Vi ew Eyepi ece OPT
Gscar Otega, R. Wirth A Duf fle Bag G endar Ast ronony Magazi ne

APM Tel escope

Harry Hckering, N Man Padded Tripod Gase M
Steve Van Ryn, Manm Handbook of Astro-| nage WI | nann- Bel |
Rocessing, Intro. ToDgt al /|l nage
Processi ng, Photoshop Astronony R Sat Ire ad
Vickie Van Ryn B noMte B nocul ars
D. BIl Wllians, Boca Rton, AL 31mm Type-5 Byepi ece Tel eVue/ Nagll er

6
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JANUARY CLEAN UP

Dd you knowthat before there could be a Wrter Star Party, the Grl Scout Ganp had to be cleaned up from
last year 's hurricanes? It vas a bigjob, but Southern Goss workers Ti mKahn, Nck Stingone Birris Otiz,
Mke Smth, Mke Money, At Milis, and Russ Brick net at the canp in January. Fhotos by Nck Stingone.




SCAS General Meetings-Third Friday of every Month

N SW 112 Ave.
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SCAS Star Gazing - Every Saturday Night 8-10pm
N

"::' SW 152&.  Coral ReefDr.

Bill Sado\wski Parkm

SW 168 S. Richmond Dr.

Old Cutler Road

Turnpike

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

SW 184 &. EurekaDr.

SW 82 Ave.

Sat urday Solar Viewing - 10am - 12noon
N

SW 152 .  Cord Reef Dr.

O

SW 124 Ave.

“T5

MetroZoo (&%

Rakirg

SW 117 Ave.
Turnpike

SW 137 Ave.

SW 168 . Richmond Dr.

For SCAS NASA News Cal |
t he 24-Hour HOTLI NE

305- 661- 1375

Q Visit the NEWSCAS websi te:
http://waw. scas. org

SCAS annual dues: $25 adul t s/$10 ful | -ti ne student s



