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FRIDAY, JULY 20th, 8 pm, the 2nd
SCAS Summer Workshop at FIU will
feature INTRO TO ASTRO PHOTO-
IMAGING led by the SCAS Top Guns
in  Astrophotography: s ‘

SCOTT IRELAND, =
DR. BILL WIL-\
LIAMS, TIM KHAN, ")\
DR. DON PARKER, [\
MIKE SMITH & ASH- \_
LEY STEVENS. DR. NI\
LESTER SHALLO- /8

basc solar
(unless he is out of
town). Several SCAS/ |
members are gradually
getting into this fasci-

nating and rewarding Partial Solar Eclipse in the trees taken at
MetroZoo, late afternoon April 8,
2005. Lester Shalloway, processed by

field: STEVE VAN
RYN, ANDRE FER- Scottireland

a favorite and an easy target for the nov-
ice. Which advertised products are most
reliable, and which are schemes? There
are many techniques to learn. Bring your
guestions, take notes and
don't be intimidated by
VI hi-tech equipment on dis-

opportunity to inquire

{‘.‘ f(“ about prices, sales, types

’ WL X of equipment and proc-
fﬁg’ N/ essing. Get ready to cap-

I ture Jupiter and Mars this

X Friendly SCAS Astros
N\ will assist ALL levels of
A interested members and
4 visitors. Several members

have taken superb photos
with a basic camera at-
tached to a small tele-

NANDES, NICK
STINGONE & PAUL BUSCHER. We
hope more SCAS members will soon
follow.

What are the basic items required for a
"beginner's kit"? What equipment is
most economical? Where are the best
dark sky locations? Which sky conditions
are best for clarity? The Moon phases are

scope.

Come to the FIU Astronomy Center,
CP-145, Physics Building, University
Park, SW 109 Avenue/ SW 8th Street.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17th, BASIC OB-
SERVING Workshop will be scheduled
same place.



http://www.scas.org
HTTP://WWW.SCAS.ORG
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THE COAL SACK

The Coal Sack isamonthly publication of
The Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc.
Miami, Florida
Editor: Barb Yager
Telephone: 305-273-7291
E-mail: Barbyager @aol.com

Material for the Coa Sack must be submitted to the Editor by the 25th
of the month prior to publication. Please use e-mail when possible.

Change of Address: Please notify Managing Editor Barb Y ager with
change of address or other membership information.

SOUTHERN CROSS STARGAZER

Check the larger SOUTHERN CROSS STAR-
GAZER in the Sunday Tropical Life section M.
23rd year in the Miami Herald by Barb Y ager.
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Founder Tippy D'Auria mdauriar@retiree.mdc.edu
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Registrars Fred & LucilleHeinrich  386-362-5995

CLASSIFIEDS

GREAT EQUIPMENT SALES!

Super Opportunity for the family or novice astrono-
mer! Meade ETX-70 with all standard equipment and
some extras for only $225. Also---Refractor -80mm
short tube. $100. Contact Charlie:
cmperillo@bellsouth.net for details.

2 We Make Your Part!

2004 Custom astronomy parts machined to YOUR
specifications. One-of-a-kind adapters and accessories
in aluminum, brass, titanium, stainless steel.

Try our free Cost Estimator at www.preciseparts.com

305 253-5707 PRECISEPARTS

info@preciseparts.com CUSTOM PARTS FOR ASTRONOMY

Sadowski “Swamp”’ Vetoed

At the June 11th public meeting, Palmetto Bay
MAY OR EUGENE FLINN and his Council voted 5-0
to cancel the Wetlands Restoration pond that was
planned to cover 1 acre between the C-100 canal and
the SCAS Observing Deck in Bill Sadowski Park &
Nature Center. The Miami-Dade Parks Dept., assisted
by a state grant, had surveyors, mosquito control staff,
engineers, etc. to research their project for the past
year. The Neighborhood Steering Committee kept
close watch of the procedures by attending Village
Meetings. It was a great surprise to hear engineer Ed
Swakon and a councilman mention Southern Cross
Astronomers would be greatly hampered by increased
light trespass and nocturnal wildlife attracted to the
large shallow pond. Thanks were sent to Mayor Flinn
and committees.

—Barb Yager
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Boy Scout leader DAVE SCHAFFTER, Florida
City, recently returned from teaching Astronomy
Merit Badges to scouts at their Summer Camp La-
No-Che near Paidey, Florida. Skies finally cleared
on their last night, allowing 5 scouts to complete the
last requirement (3 hrs. of observing). The scouts
were most impressed with detailed views of Venus,
Saturn, Moon and Jupiter in his 10" reflector. They
also observed M-51, constellations. Leo, Scorpius,
Libra, Virgo, Hercules, Coma Bernices, Big Dipper
and Draco plus stars: Antares, Spica, Regulus, Po-
laris, Vega, Deneb and Altair.

SCOTT IRELAND, renowned astrophotographer of
celestial, solar and volcanic activities, was contacted
by a JPL planetary geochemist to use Scott's I celand
images as illustrations for M ars Rover data (re: pos-
sible fumarolic deposits in the Gusev Crater). Sur-
prisingly the day before receiving the request from
JPL, Scott was watching the IMAX film on Mars
Rovers at Hayden Planetarium, NYC and voila---
this same scientist was in the show!
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DR. JIM WEBB, FIU research astronomers and SCAS
Honorary member, had a successful safari to Hawaii
where his research papers were accepted at the Ameri-
can Astronomical Society Meeting.

HARRY PICKERING & wife have been “through the
wringer' trying to sell their N. Miami home. Contracts,
lenders, closings, movers were cancelled with utensils,
telescope, clothes in storage and an empty refrigerator!
Their lease on an apartment in Lake Mary, FL and
family visits, reunions are “on hold'.

RUSS HARCHA, Physics ingtructor at Miami Killian
Senior High, taught a chemistry session last month at
FIU. This month he will instruct an FIU astronomy
summer course.

ED. NOTE: let's have a grand ovation for TONI DE-
VESON, a "brilliant meteor" who suddenly arrived,
offering to add her sparkling display of astronomy

news, layout design and photos to our newsletter staff.




