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SUMMER ASTRONOMY WORKSHOP

L-R: Bright Venus, star Regulus in Leo (upper right), crescent Moon with
Earthshine and Saturn far right. Ashley Stevens captured this summer
scene from his property 7/16/07

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17th, 8 pm, our final SCAS Sum-
mer Workshop: BASIC OBSERVING--CELESTIAL &
SOLAR is scheduled in the FIU Astronomy Center,
CP-145, Physics Bldg., University Park. President Les
ter Shalloway, M.D., and educator Barb Y ager will co-
direct the public workshop, along with qualified SCAS
members. Identification of constellations in seasonal
skies, the magnitude (brightness) scale, binoculars, sky
clarity, meteor showers and some Light Pollution prob-
lemswill be “stirred into the celestial soup.'

Many of the brighter celestial objects can be identified
visually and locations memorized.

Planets cruise across constellations, moving from eve-
ning to predawn skies and back to evening within ayear
or so, depending upon the planet's distance and size of

orbit. Outer planets (Neptune, Uranus, Pluto and Sat-
urn) will remain against a constellation for years.

The phases of the M oon become a 3-D spectacle in nor-
mal size binoculars, revealing craters, valleys (seas)
mountain ranges and canyons each night when ob-
served from the young crescent phase in the west soon
after sunset, to First Quarter phase to full Moon bril-
liance exposing deep impacts etched into the powdery
surface approximately 250,000 miles away. "Double
stars’ show color variances, compact and open star
clusters twinkle like diamonds when viewed in binocu-
lars--the easiest way to “sky-hop' from your balcony or
backyard, becoming acquainted with the sky prior to a
telescope purchase.

Bring friends and questions to our FREE SCAS Sum-
mer Workshop: BASIC OBSERVING, Friday August
17th, 8 pm, at FIU. Launch into a fascinating family
hobby for a lifetime of enjoyment. If weather permits,
telescopes will be arranged in the Faculty parking lane
opposite the FIU Physics Building, SW 109th Avenue/
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FRONT PAGE PHOTO CREDIT

AT BOTTOM RIGHT.

Steve Van Ryn took this stunning image of the Dumbbell Nebula
(M27) from his backyard in the Redlands using a Celestron C11 and
modified Canon 360d.
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CLASSIFIEDS

GREAT EQUIPMENT SALES!

Super Opportunity for the family or novice astrono-
mer! Meade ETX-70 with all standard equipment and
some extras for only $225. Also---Refractor -80mm
short tube. $100. Contact Charlie:
cmperillo@bellsouth.net for details.

PRODUCT

We Make Your Part!

2004 Custom astronomy parts machined to YOUR
specifications. One-of-a-kind adapters and accessories
in aluminum, brass, titanium, stainless steel.

Try our free Cost Estimator at www.preciseparts.com

PRECISEPARTS

CUSTOM PARTS FOR ASTRONOMY

305 253-5707
info@preciseparts.com

SOUTHERN CROSS STARGAZER

Check the larger SOUTHERN CROSS STAR-
GAZER in the Sunday Tropical Life section M.
23rd year in the Miami Herald by Barb Y ager.

SUPER MEADE SALE!

Meade LX200 EMC 12" SCT in new condition with
original equipment--used 3 times--always stored in A/
Cin Coral Gables home. Sale includes: handheld key-
pad Electronic Command Center w/digital display;
PPEC Smart Drive; 7 speed drive control on both axes,
Go To Controller; 64,340 objects onboard; celestial
software library; power adapter; 2" diagonal mirror
w/1.25" adapter; T-adapter; 8x50mm viewfinder; eye-
pieces. Super Plossl 9.7mm series 4000, 12.4mm and
26mm; color filters and more! $3,500.00 O.B.O. For
more details or appointment, call Joe Perez: 305-979-
8659 or budmicl@aol.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

SCAS Past Pres. DUKE DAYTON (retired Miami-
Dade College professor) recently returned to his home
in Provo, UT from a 3-week visit with his daughter
Lori and family living Paris, France, and sightseeing
in Rome, London, and Stonehenge. He teaches as
tronomy and physics full time at Utah Valley U. He
and lovely wife Linda are fine and will host daughter
Velia and family for 3 weeks this summer. July 24th
they attended the Spanish Fork Rodeo at Pioneer
Day--a state Holiday in Utah....SCOTT IRELAND,
SCAS Past Pres,, returned from a sudden trip to Gua-
temelato photograph two eruptimg vol canoes, Pacaya
& Fuego, with Astronomy M agazine contributing edi-
tor Stephen James O'Meara. They had a great visit
with Ed Castro and the local astronomy club in Gua-
temala City. This month SCOTT will present a 3-hr.

Processing Workshop for Digital SLR Cameras at the
Annual Starfest, attended by about 800, near Toronto,
Canada, followed by his Astronomy Photoshop "book
signing' . He and his lovely wife Lou will complete the
trip sightseeing in Buffalo, NY.

Members at the
2007 SCAS
Summer Astrol-
maging Work-
shopin July.

Bill Williams

SCAS SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE

SATURDAY JULY 28th, we enjoyed an unusually
clear summer evening sky, while eyeing a large gray
thunderhead in the NW. Later it produced an intense
far off lightening "show". Astwilight faded, members
lined up their equipment with 1st magnitude stars.
Someone spied a tiny, brightening dot overhead and
tried to identify it. After staring at it for several min-
utes, | said "Hey guys it's moving...dowly". A few
denied it. Russ then quickly whipped the SCAS 18"
Dob on target, as Steve, Andre and Nick also aimed
their “scopes skyward. Russ laughed and asked us all
to take a look. Lo and behold...at least 1,000 ft. up
hung a huge weather balloon glowing with a sunlit
crescent on its side, and weather instruments dangling

on the end of a very long cable. It dowly drifted into
the west but the mystery lingered. Who launched it
from where?

When the bright Moon rose, our SCAS observing
deck looked like a telescope "sale"! A dozen hi-tech
“scopes were crammed onto the deck: three 11" diam.
SCTs set up by Andre, Sergio, Steve & Vickie and
their 12" Dob, the SCAS 18" Dob, Nick's 10" M eade,
Ashley's beautiful Meade refractor and laptop. Slightly
smaller “scopes operated by Ximena, Jose, and Larry.
| was scrunched into a corner with my 11x80s. Visi-
tors arrived all evening, tripped over tripod legs and
backed into lenses. Our next project must be the ex-
pansion of our SCAS telescope deck!
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