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BRINGING ASTRONOMY TO YOU SINCE 1922

SEPTEMBER 2007

NEW EXPLORATIONSIN SPACE

SCASPUBLIC PROGRAM—A4TH FRIDAY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th, 8 pm, by popular re-
quest, SCAS presents RUSSELL ROMANELLA,
NASA special speaker and Director of the International
Space Station Payload Processing Directorate at Ken-
nedy Space Center, Florida for a return engagement He
will reveal the latest projects on NASA's agenda for cur-
rent and future space exploration that may include hu-
man flight missions to the Moon and to Mars via the
Congtellation and Orion programs. He will also discuss
the commercial space transportation services, robotic
probes, etc. and answer your questions!

A Miami native, RUSSELL is a graduate of Southwest
Miami Senior High School. He received his bachelor of
Science degree in Computer Science from Florida State

University while he was a co-op student with NASA.
His wide range of experience involves responsibility for
all ground processing of items in preparation for Space
Shuttle missions to the Space Station. He received the
prestigious NASA Exceptional Service Medal and
many other NASA awards for his leadership and
knowledge of the ISS program. RUSSELL is a popular
guest speaker throughout Florida and has lectured at
FIU Dept. of Physics, Miami Science Museum, Univer-
sity of North Florida and several scientific organiza-
tions.

Hislovely blonde wife, Dr. Fiorella Tirenzi, astrophysi-
cist from Italy and producer of musical astronomy CDs,
will join us. She also has presented unique astronomy
programs at FIU and several universities. She instructs
astronomy and physics in Brevard County schools.

A double holiday in mid-Sept., the 3rd Friday SCAS
program was moved to the 4th Friday. Bring friendsto
our FREE exciting NASA program, FRIDAY SEP-
TEMBER  28th, prizes

and food buffet in the  INSIDETHISISSUE

FIU Astronomy Center,

CP-145, Physics Building, Members in the News 3
University Park, SW September Almanac 5
109th Ave./SW 8th
Street. Park on campus ~ SPaceNews 7
opposite the FIU Physics :

- Total Lunar Eclipse 8
Building. Call: 305-661-
1375 or visit http:// Astronomy Programs 10
WWW. SCaS.0r ¢



HTTP://WWW.SCAS.ORG
http://www.scas.org
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WINTER STAR PARTY
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Director Tim Khan 301-9946
Registrars Fred & LucilleHeinrich  386-362-5995

CLASSIFIEDS GREAT SALE!

C6-RGT and xt10 w/ solar filter. Contact Carlos:

!
GREAT EQUIPMENT SALES! Cardil1947@yahoo.com

Super Opportunity for the family or novice astrono-

mer! Meade ETX-70 with all standard equipment and

short tube. $100. Contact Charlie: _ N _
cmperillo@bellsouth.net for details. Meade LX200 EMC 12" SCT in new condition with

original equipment--used 3 times-always stored in A/
C in Coral Gables home. Sale includes: handheld key-
pad Electronic Command Center w/ digital display;
PPEC Smart Drive; 7 speed drive control on both axes,

HOT
Pgw We Make Your Part! Go To Controller; 64,340 objects onboard; celestial

2004 - astronomy parts machined to YOUR software library; power adapter; 2" diagonal mirror
specifications. One-of-a-kind adapters and accessories w/ 1.25" adapter; T-adapter; 8x50mm viewfinder; eye-

in aluminum, brass, titanium, stainless steel. pieces: Super Ploss 9.7mm series 4000, 12.4mm and
26mm; color filters and more! For more details or ap-

305 253-5707 PRECISEPARTS pointment, call Joe Perez: 305-979-8659 or bud-
info@preciseparts.com CusTom PaRTs roR AsTRONOMY micl@aol.com. Reduced to $3,000.00 0.B.O.

Try our free Cost Estimator at www.preciseparts.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

JOSE ARGUETA, wife NANCY & son JONA-
THAN spent a toasty August week in Key West en-
joying the famous sunsets, skin-diving, fishing in the
Keys and relaxing from their hectic workplaces. JOSE
is Asst. Mgr. of a famous Coral Gables restaurant;
JONATHAN is a talented student at the New World
School of Arts, when he is not playing on a soccer
team!

Following a brutal "moving experience" HARRY
PICKERING, former Police Officer and wife
(residents of N. Miami for many years) are finally in
their new 3/bedr. home with a screened-enclosed pool

in Homosassa, FL—on the Gulf of Mexico, southwest -

of Ocaa

A surprising call from LOU COX, Ottawa, Canadato
say he keeps very busy searching for supernovas with
the team at Puckett Observatory and hopes to attend
Winter Star Party 2008 despite using a cane.

MIKE McGAULEY, instructor of physics
astronomy for 110 students at Miami-Dade College
Kendall recently returned from Tamarindo, Costa
Rica where he took an intense Spanish language
course. MIKE has been assigned to instruct an addi-
tional course—oceanography!

JOSE CARDOZO will spend afew weeks back home
in Argentinathe first visit in 6 years.

LEN ESPINOSA, retired last spring as photography
instructor, Lansing Community College, Lansing, M|
for 29 years. His program became #3 photo course in
the U.S. He says "highly recommends retirement” giv-
ing him plenty of time to enjoy hisC-5" , a 13" , and
30 x 80 Orion Megaviews at home and when he
brings his wife JANIS to the Annual SCAS Winter
Star Parties, Summerland Key, FL.

Congratulations to SCOTT IRELAND, Past Presi-

dent of SCAS, author of Photoshop Astronomy, lecturer
and renowned astro-nature imager, was recently hon-
ored by the Intl Association of Volcanology and
Chemistry. One of SCOTT's incredible photos of the
lava flowing down the side of the Soufriere Hills vol-
cano, Montserrat, is published in their 2008 calendar!

ANDRES and BRITE VALENCIA have been in Ca-
racas, Venezuela this summer and will return to Key
Biscayne in October.

SCASV. President TIM KHAN and MUNNEZZAH
spent afew daysin New Mexico early this month.

Last month, RIC BABCOCK, Salinas, CA had
checked Spaceweather.com and was alerted to a great
view of the Endeavor Shuttle and the ISS about 13
degrees apart, sailing across the northern sky 9:10 pm
that evening. RIC and his charming wife GAIL head
to Rapid City, SD early October to run in the Crazy
Horse and Mt. Rushmore Marathons.

-Barb Yager

NEW MEMBERS

SCAS extends a warm welcome to new mem-
bers: BRETT SHINN, realtor and U.S. Coast
Guard Capt. with a Master's commercial li-
cense, and wife COLLEEN, Sr. Director at Hu-
mana Healthcare in Biscayne Park; RICHARD
CASTILLO, FPL contractor, N. Miami;
HENRY ‘CHIP' FRAPPIER, Law Enforce-
ment, and wife BETH of Palmetto, Florida; and
GEORGE McCOURT, engineer, Green Bay,
WI. We send you all our sincere thanks and
hope to meet you this year!
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September Evening Skies

This chart is drawn for latitude 40 north, but
should be useful to stargazers throughout the

continental United States. It represents the sky at © 2007 Abrams Planetarium
the following local daylight saving times: Subscription: $11.00 per year, from Sky Calendar,
Abrams Planetarium, Michigan State University,
Late August 11 p.m.

Early September:  10.p.m. East Lansing, MI 48824-1324.

Late September 9 p.m.

This map is applicable one hour either side of the
above times.
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The planet Jupiter is plotted for mid-September 2007. At map time, eight Lyra. An open ar galactic cluster (OCI) located below Sagittarius, low in the
objects of first magnitude or brighter are visible. In order of brightness they ~ south-southwest, will challenge the unaided eye. Nearby, marked (Nb) above
are: Jupiter, Arcturus, Vega, Capella, Altair, Antares, Fomalhaut, and Deneb. the “spout® of the “Teapot," is the Lagoon Nebula, a cloud of gas and dust out
In addition to stars, other objects that should be visible to the unaided eye are  of which stars are forming. The position of an external star system, called the
labeled on the map. The double star (Dbl) at the bend of the handle of the Big Andromeda Galaxy after the constellation in which it appears, is also
Dipper is easily detected. Much more difficult is the double star near Vega in indicated (Glx). Try to observe these objects with unaided eye and binoculars.

—D. David Batch







