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E A RT H F RO M A BOVE 
SCAS Public Program 

FRIDAY, NO-

V E M B E R 

16th,  8 pm, 

SCAS is very 

proud to pre-

sent our illustri-

ous speaker 

Past President 

and Life Mem-

ber of the 

Southern Cross Astronomical Society, R. SCOTT IRE-

LAND, renowned astro-imager, author, volcanologist, 

lecturer, and workshop director with an exciting collec-

tion of artistic satellite imagery of Earth and scientific 

information about our beautiful home planet, his own 

incredible images of erupting volcanoes taken in Guate-

mala last July with Astronomy Magazine reporter 

Stephen J. O'Meara, plus latest Mars images set to music. 

(Mars images by Dr. Don Parker who will be out of 

town.)  SCOTT has sky-rocketed to the levels of profes-

sionalism with his awesome techniques in astro-imaging 

which continue to appear in national publications and 

exhibits. SCOTT authored the reference book: PHOTO-

SHOP Astronomy, published by Willmann-Bell in 2006--

the popular `bible' for many astrophotographers world-

wide. Using the Adobe Photoshop CS-3 software for 

processing, SCOTT produces incredible photos of erupt-

ing volcanoes, wildlife, solar eclipses, galaxies, comets, 

asteroids, planets and birds! SCOTT was a member of 

the National Geographic's film crew in Costa Rica that 

produced a documentary VOLCANO HUNTERS. His 

photos were among winners of an international competi-

tion published in Nature's Best Magazine and displayed 

at the Smithsonian Museum in 2005. His stellar and as-

teroid occultations have been published in Icarus--the 

prestigious International Journal of Solar System Studies. 

In 2004, SCOTT was recognized by the University Col-

lege in London for his magnificent photos of the Souffri-

ere Hills volcano erupting on Montserrat in the Carib-

bean with the Southern Cross constellation above. 

SCOTT's photo graces the 2008 calendar of the Int'l 

Assoc. of Volcanology & Chemistry of the Earth's Inte-

rior. The Smithsonian Global Volcanism Program has 

honored SCOTT for his photos of Mt. St. Helens, Wash-

ington taken in 2004.  The Adobe Customer Success Pro-

gram is very impressed with SCOTT's expertise and plan 

to use his images in their 25th Anniversary Newsletter 

"Adobe @ 25".  

Bring family, friends and classmates to our entertaining 

FREE astronomy program with a delicious food buffet, 

lively discussions and YOU could WIN A PRIZE!  

Come to the FIU Astronomy Center, CP-145, Chem.-

Physics Building, University Park, SW 109th Ave/ SW 

8th St. Park on campus oppo-

site the Physics Bldg.  Call: 

305-661-1375 www.scas.org 

and SCAS Stargazer-Sunday 

Miami Herald Topical Life.  

NO SCAS DECEMBER 

PROGRAM AT FIU 
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President            Lester Shalloway, M.D.       439-6711  

1st V.P.            Nick Stingone                   247-3054 

2nd V.P.             Tim Khan                         301-9946 

3rd  V.P.             Vickie Van Ryn  248-2683 

Treasurer            Mike Smith                      383-3021 

Secretary/Editor   Barb Yager                       273-7291 

PR/Programs 
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Librarian             Mohan Sundaram                 924-6521 

Education           Mike Smith                      383-3021 

Membership        SCAS                 `           661-1375 

Club Star Party 

Directors:             Tim Khan                         301-9946 

                     Herm Perez                      261-8817 

Observatory        Bob Torres                       232-3990 

Webmaster         Art Mullis           amullis@tampabay.rr.com  

WINTER STAR PARTY 
Founder             Tippy D'Auria      mdauria-r@retiree.mdc.edu                

Director             Tim Khan                           301-9946 

Registrars          Fred & Lucille Heinrich     386-362-5995  

Check the larger SOUTHERN CROSS STAR-
GAZER in the Sunday Tropical Life section M. 
23rd year in the Miami Herald by Barb Yager. 

SOUTHERN CROSS  STARGAZER 

THE COAL SACK  

The Coal Sack is a monthly publication of  

The Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc. 

Miami, Florida  

Editor: Barb Yager 
Tel. 305-273-7291  Barbyager@aol.com  

Co-Editor: Toni Deveson 
Tel. 305-607-0248 toni@deveson.com  

Material for the Coal Sack must be submitted to the Editor by the 25th 
of the month prior to publication. Please use e-mail when possible. 

Change of Address:  Please notify Managing Editor Barb Yager with 
change of address or other membership information. 

G R E A T E Q U I P M E N T S A L E S ! 

REDUCED! Super Opportunity for the family or nov-

ice astronomer!  Meade ETX-70 with all standard equip-

ment and some extras for only $175.  Also---Refractor -

80m m sh o rt tu be. $75. C on ta ct C h a rlie:  

cmperillo@bellsouth.net for details. 

C L A SSI F I E D S HOT SALE!  The stunning 2008 Astronomy 

Magazine calendars have arrived! These beautiful cal-

endars are not only a great help, but make superb gifts!  

Only $8.00  Place order: 305-661-1375.  
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N E W M E M BE R S  

Southern Cross Astronomers sincerely welcome new 

members: TONI MANNING, adminstrative assis-

tant, and husband MARK, field tech, from Home-

stead; EDUARDO MATOS, driver, Hialeah; WIL-

LIAM McDONALD, printer, Port Charlotte; ROY 

UYEMATSU of Mims, Florida; ALEXIS & 

SAMANTHA RODRIGUEZ, 7th grade students in 

Silver Trails Middle School, Pembroke Pine, FL and 

nieces of SCAS astronomer MANNY CASTRO; DR. 

JOSE ORTA, Prof. of Astronomy/ Physics, Miami-

Dade College, Kendall campus. We look forward to 

meeting you at our future SCAS events.  



I N SY M PA T H Y  

Southern Cross friends of former SCAS member 
JIM HALL, Port St. Lucie, were saddened to 
learn he had recently passed away from compli-
cations of advanced Parkinson's disease JIM & 
SHIRLEY were very active SCAS members in 
the 1990's.  

Many of us have fond memories of them educat-
ing the public at Sadowski Park on Saturday eve-
nings, preparing the food tables at our public 
SCAS programs at FIU in both the UE and CP 
buildings at University Park. They were very 
helpful during the many Annual Winter Star Par-
ties at Camp Wesumkee and SCAS public star 
parties in Everglades National Park.  

Our notes of sympathy have been sent to Shirley.  

Coal Sack edition in color on our Website: 

www.scas.org.  Membership and Coal Sack links have 
been corrected. For posting problems contact SCAS 

President or Editor. WINTER STAR PARTY REG-
ISTRATION closes 11/ 15/ 07. Check the Winter Star 

Party link on our Website for late fees and Registrar 
contacts.  

DR. DON PARKER,  world renowned planetary and 
deep sky imager, has his superb view of Mars, p.67 No-

vember Sky & Telescope magazine...TERRY RIPIN-
GILL survived the tough Ironman Triathlon in Cler-

mont, FL Oct. 20th. Beginning with a 2.4 mile swim in 
windy choppy Lake Minneola at 7:30 a.m. in pouring 

rain, followed by a quick change from wetsuits into rac-
ing clothes and off on a 112 mile bike race through scenic 

hilly citrus groves in Apopka, up Sugarloaf Mt.(several 
walked their bikes to the top) with a fast loop through 

Centerville." I began the 26.2 mile marathon, with a bad 
ankle, about 6:15 pm. A spectacular sunset and bright 

Harvest Moon helped my slow pace until I crossed the 
finish line around midnite"...NICK & LISA STIN-

GONE, Homestead, celebrated their 17th Wedding An-
niversary in Hallowe'en attire at the Little Angels Charity 

Ball held at the Homestead Racetrack Saturday, October 
27th. (see photo)...Wedding Bells: MARISELA BLAN-

DON, Key Biscayne, is attending her dear friend's wed-
ding in Guatemala; ANDRES & BETTY VALENCIA, 

Key Biscayne, will participate in their friend's wedding in 
Caracas, Venezuela. LEE & SYLVIA BALTIN returned 

from their new summer place, Port  Angeles, WA to their 
condo on Key Biscayne. Has FL Keys Astro Club Presi-

dent GEORGE TEGZES already moved to Panama? 
Stay tuned.... 

-Barb Yager  
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