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Friday, December 28,5 -9
pm. Bill Baggs State Park
near the Key Biscayne
Lighthouse, SW Pavilion,
Bayside. Bring family,
friends, picnic, chairs, bin-
oculars, bug cream &
Chreost jacket. Sunset Special re-
duced admission: 5-8 pm.
Park gate closes at 8 pm.
Enjoy views of the skyline,

Cap (at bottom) -- lots of arctic
clouds. Don Parker

boats, birds and beautiful
sunset across Biscayne
Bay, followed by fiery Marsin the east and brilliant Win-
ter constellations agains a very dark sky. Causeway toll:
$1.50. Call: 305-661-1375.

JANUARY SCAS PROGRAMS

Wednesday 16th— SCAS program and Star Party at
John Pennekamp Park, Key Largo.

Friday, January 18th, 8 pm, FIU research astronomer
Dr. James R. Webb will present: MAYA ASTRON-
OMY -- pre-Columbian astronomy and observatories in
Central America and creators of the Venus Calendar
which terminatesin 2012!

SCAS Programs are held in the FIU Physics Building,
CP-145, University Park, SW 109 Ave./SW 8 Street.
Free.



HTTP://WWW.SCAS.ORG
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THE COAL SACK

The Coal Sack isamonthly publication of
The Southern Cross Astronomical Society, Inc.
Miami, Florida

Editor: Barb Yager
Tel. 305-273-7291 = Barbyager @aol.com

Co-Editor: Toni Deveson
Tel. 305-607-0248 =« toni @deveson.com

Material for the Coal Sack must be submitted to the Editor by the 25th
of the month prior to publication. Please use e-mail when possible.
Change of Address: Please notify Managing Editor Barb Y ager with
change of address or other membership information.

SOUTHERN CROSS STARGAZER

Check the larger SOUTHERN CROSS STAR-
GAZER in the Sunday Tropical Life section M.
23rd year in the Miami Herald by Barb Y ager.

Coal Sack

SCAS PERSONNEL

President Lester Shalloway, M.D. 439-6711
1stV.P. Nick Stingone 247-3054
2nd V.P. Tim Khan 301-9946
3rd V.P. Vickie Van Ryn 248-2683
Treasurer Mike Smith 383-3021
Secretary/Editor Barb Yager 273-7291
PR/Programs
Co-Editor Toni Deveson 607-0248
Parlimentarian Mike Mooney 235-8255
Librarian Mohan Sundaram 924-6521
Education Mike Smith 383-3021
Membership SCAS ) 661-1375
Club Star Party
Directors: Tim Khan 301-9946

Herm Perez 261-8817
Observatory Bob Torres 232-3990
Webmaster Art Mullis amullis@tampabay.rr.com

WINTER STAR PARTY

Founder Tippy D'Auria mdauriar@retiree.mdc.edu
Director Tim Khan 301-9946
Registrars Fred & LucilleHeinrich  386-362-5995

CLASSIFIEDS

EQUIPMENT SALES REDUCED! LAST

CALL! Super Opportunity for the family or novice as-
tronomer! Meade ETX-70 with all standard equipment
and some extras for only $150. Also---Refractor -80mm
short tube. $50. Contact Charlie:
cmperillo@bellsouth.net for details.

i We Make Your Part!

ustom astronomy parts machined to
2004 Cust t y part: hined to YOUR
specifications. One-of-a-kind adapters and accessories
in aluminum, brass, titanium, stainless steel.

Try our free Cost Estimator at www.preciseparts.com

306 253-5707 PRECISEPARTS

i nfO @ p rec | se p a rtS .com CusTOM PARTS FOR ASTRONOMY

HOT SALE! The stunning 2008 Astronomy
M agazine calendars have arrived! These beautiful cal-

endars are not only a great help, but make superb gifts!
Only $8.00 Place order: 305-661-1375.

NEw MEMBERS

SOUTHERN CROSS sincerely welcomes new mem-
bers: retiree MICHAEL HUDSON of Fisher Idand;
ANDREA RYDER, actress, DR. LEO MALVEZZI
& son SEBASTIAN, South Miami; SANFORD
SCHOOLFIELD, training specialist, Coral Gables,
VICTORIA WILTSIE, pardegal, Miami. We hope to
meet you al at our future SCAS events.
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

By BARB YAGER

Congratulationsto TIM KHAN for hisrise to fame! His Planetarium to 300 attendees.

magnificent astro-image of NGC 2237, Rosette Nebula, RIC & GAIL BABCOCK, Salinas, CA, expect to run in
appears on p.98 of January Sky & Telescope; he capture the Marathon at Myrtle Beach, SC in Feb. They will ar-
Barnard's 72 in Ophiuchus "Galactic Snake in the Grass" five in Miami late January to prepare their Homestead
published on p.98 of December's Sky & Telescope. Tim real estate for sale in March. RIC is finishing his FIU

uses a TEC 180mm refractor with an FLI Proline CCD degree in Social Science at California State U., Monter-
camera exceeding 1 hour exposures. He joins the ranks rey, CA.

famous published SCAS adtro-imagers: DR. DON
PARKER, SCOTT IRELAND, & DR. BILL WIL-
LIAMS (Boca Raton) with his stunning November pho-
tos Pgs.1& 14 in Comet Holmes Photo Gallery of Space-

weather.com. More SCAS members may soon be joining
them! SCAS Librarian MOHAN SUNDARAM spent most of

November with family and relatives in his hometown in
India. JOSE CARDOZO enjoyed a 3veek reunion with
his family in Argentina. PAUL BUSCHER and Margie
will join his parents (now living in Stuart, FL) and head
up to KSC for the December 6th NASA launch of the

MIKE McGAULEY, Miami-Dade College astronomy/ Atlantis shuttle headed to the IS8.CK STINGONE &
natural science instructor, Kendall, presented a program STEVE VAN RYN Families are also at KSC for the
11/ 24th of Astronomy & M ass Extinctions at the Miami

MIKE MOONEY'S cousin Warren, Homestead, passed
away December 5th. He had retired from BellSouth Co.
years ago. Services are being completed for Saturday,
December 8th.

More SCAS members may soon be joining them! DR.
JAMES R. WEBB, FIU research astronomer, presented
PHY SICS of MUSIC for Culture in the City Lecture Se-
ries held in Coconut Grove.

launch.




